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PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE RATING REPSONSE 

 

1. IDEAS AND CONTENT:  The overall effect of the paper.  The clarity and focus of the 
paper. 
____5 The paper all makes sense.  There is a clear purpose. The details keep the reader’s 
attention. 
____4 
____3 The paper generally makes sense.  The purpose is somewhat clear.  Some additional 
details could help improve the paper. 
____2 
____1 The paper is in the beginning state.  It doesn’t make sense and the details are unclear.  It 
is hard to follow. 
 

2. VOICE:  The paper has original personality, flavor and style.  The paper speaks to the 
reader and is written to be read. 
____5 The paper has great personality.  It is different from the way anyone else writes.  The 
paper has feeling and expressiveness unique to the writer. 
____4 
____3 The writer’s personality and unique feelings show up here and there, but then gets 
covered up again. 
____2 
____1 The writer holds back from sharing personal feelings.  It is difficult to “see” or “feel” what 
the author is wanting to convey. 

 

3. WORD CHOICE:  The word choice enriches and enlivens the writing.  The words add 
energy and clarity to our work. 
____5 The paper has just the right words for just the right places.  The words create vivid images 
in the reader’s mind.  The writer uses well-crafted language to convey a feeling or picture for the 
reader. 
____4 
____3 The words get the message across, but don’t capture the reader’s attention. There are not 
words that stretch for a new or better way to say things. 
____2 
____1 The words do not make the writer’s message clear.  The words are not memorable or 
picture creating.  Some common words are repeated over and over, (ie. fun, good) 

 

4. ORGANIZATION:  The rhythm and grace of the paper. 

____5 There is a central theme or idea.  It holds my attention.  There is a good linking from one 
idea to another. 
____4 
____3 I have a general understanding of what the poem is about.  There is some linking of ideas. 
____2 
____1 The poem lacks a central idea or theme.  I’m not sure where the author is headed.   

 

5. PRESENTATION:  The paper, in its final state, is neatly presented. 

____5 The paper is very neat and presentable. 
____4 
____3 The paper is mostly neat and presentable. 
____2 
____1 The paper is difficult to read and understand due to its presentation. 

 

TOTAL SCORE _____   =   

POETRY EVALUATION RUBRIC 

 

100 

Student ID Number:  ____________ 


